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What [s

THE POWER OF OPEN WORTH?

Measuring the contribution of something that is at once an idea, a movement
and a platform — an enabler rather than an industry — is difficult. To give an
idea of magnitude, a McKinsey Global Institute study published in May 2011
found that the Internet contributes 2.9% of global GDP, or $1.7 trillion
annually.!!! The Internet is fundamentally based on open standards, and
largely runs on free and open source software. In 2007 the Computer and
Communications Industry Association found that the value added in the
United States alone by industries dependent on copyright exceptions and
limitations is $2.2 trillion annually, or one sixth of the U.S. economy./>!

The power of open embodied in Creative Commons adds a new layer of
openness to the open standards and software that run the Internet and creates

. a voluntary expansion of the default permissions to use knowledge based on
Mike LINKSVAYER copyright exceptions and limitations. How much is this new layer of openness
worth? We don’t have a currency-denominated number yet, though
economists are studying the issue. One might begin by asking what is the
value of Wikipedia? Of open educational resources? Of open access research?
Of open government? Of legal sharing and collaboration by millions of artists

and other creators such as those presented in this book?

Doubtless impressive, but answers to these questions would miss something
fundamental: the value of open isn’t merely static. The true power of open
comes from creating an ecosystem in which innovating does not require asking
permission. Some kind of electronic communications platform would exist if
the Internet were not based on open standards and software. Collaboration
and sharing of culture and knowledge would occur without Creative
Commons. However, communications and collaboration would be less
democratic, less participatory, more unequal, and innovation and growth
would be stunted — the opposite of Creative Commons’ vision. A good first
approximation of the value of the power of open: priceless.

How Has
ADUP‘I’I“N I".' [:RE ATIVE [mMMUNs A difficult question given the decentralized nature of the web, but not as

difficult as measuring economic value. Since Creative Commons’ first year, we

GTUWII7 have tracked the number of web links to Creative Commons licenses reported
by search engine queries and the number of works licensed at major repositories.
Derived from these a very conservative estimate of the approximate minimum
number of licensed works at the end of each year is plotted below — from under
1 million works after the first year, to over 400 million at the end of 20r10.
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VISUALIZING THE GROWTH

While this chart shows incredible growth, the absolute number of licensed works is
probably far larger. Due to the conservative way we estimate, only numbers from Yahoo!
Site Explorer and Flickr are actually reflected. The most significant adoption event in
Creative Commons’ history, the migration of Wikipedia and other Wikimedia sites to CC
BY-SA starting in June 2009, is not directly reflected in the chart. Furthermore, due to

changes at Yahoo!, even relative growth is probably understated starting around May 2010.

As use of Creative Commons licenses has grown, the mix of licenses used has changed.
After its first year, only about 20% of works were licensed to permit in advance both remix
and commercial use — that is, considered fully “free” or “open.” After 8 years, that
proportion had approximately doubled.

This change seems to indicate that once creators have experienced the power of open, they
want more of it!

00mm+  40%

TOTAL CC LICENSED WORKS

AS OF 2010

Total CC Licensed Works

2003 — 2010

CC BY, BY-SA, Public Domain

20% first year, nearly 40% by 2010
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The Power of Open
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